FAQs

What is the capacity of BWB in Peru?

BWB/Peru is comprised of volunteers from all over the world, working to fill in the gaps of what traditional disaster relief organizations provide. Although there are people on the ground that have taken the lead to find housing and make connections with the locals, volunteers who come to Pisco are invited and expected to contribute as you would if you were putting on a family reunion-where everyone is participating in making it a success. This is a disaster area, and the needs and actions change constantly. You will need to be flexible and adaptable to changing situations. We will expect you to come with your problem-solving hat on and encourage you to take initiative when appropriate. 

Your Safety

Before the earthquake, guidebooks warned of prevalent muggings and pickpockets in Pisco. Since the earthquake, this continues to be the case. There have been more incidents of men, sometimes armed, stealing radios, cameras and money from groups of people during the day-or when people walk home from the market. These incidents occurred primarily due to volunteers not taking the necessary precautions against opportunistic thieves. These incidents do not usually result in violence but please be advised that this is a disaster area where people have very little and receive very little support from their government. It is not just volunteers who are targets but the locals as well.

By no means do we want to scare you away, but be advised that you come at your own risk. Those in the BWB volunteer group have experienced minimal muggings, and we have implemented a safety plan that has greatly reduced the risk of incidents.  

While in Pisco, you are advised to take taxis between locations as do most of the locals. If you do walk, take very little money and keep it in a money belt. Avoid looking like an opportunity for a thief . Avoid wearing flashy jewelry or walking with an I pod, radio or even a tape player. 

Aftershocks

There is still the risk of aftershocks. As time goes on, these are less likely. BWB has implemented an evacuation procedure and designated safe places in the event of an earthquake.  

Basics
 There is a minimal contribution fee to volunteer ($5USD per day). You get yourself here, and in return we all work together to provide shelter, food, as well as a rewarding and unique community volunteer experience. There is a suggested minimum stay of one week if you are staying with us. As long as you are working hard, we’d love to have you. Typically, we work Mondays through Saturdays. Occasionally, we may run projects on Sundays. You are welcome to volunteer with us even if you choose to stay elsewhere. The minimum age to volunteer is 21 years old.

Our typical daily schedule is as follows:
8AM – breakfast and morning meeting 
8:30AM - Noon - work
Noon - 1:30PM - lunch & break
2:30PM - 5:30PM - work
6PM - dinner 

BWB works primarily as a reconstruction organization.  We focus on the needs of the area, in this case sanitation, prevention of future large-scale devastation, and providing cornerstones for complete redevelopment. You can check out our projects at http://www.burnerswithoutborders.org
We anticipate running the project until August 16th

How do I get there?
Aeropuerto Internacional Jorge Chavez (LIM) is the primary gateway into Peru. You may have to spend one night in Lima. From there you will take a 4 hr. bus ride via Soyuz down to Pisco for 19 soles (about $5.60USD) and a then 10 min. cab or tuk tuk to our house for 8 soles (about $2.00USD). 

ONCE YOU HAVE AN IDEA OF WHEN YOU WOULD LIKE TO COME YOU MUST CONTACT US TO MAKE A RESERVATION
Email us at bwbperu@gmail.com with potential arrival dates. Without a confirmation email we cannot guarantee you a bed. Our confirmation email back to you will include further details regarding travel to our base as well as a Quick-Glance information sheet you may want to print out and bring with you on your travels which summarizes the information listed here and has a list of recommended hotels/hostels in Lima and Pisco.

What kind of accommodations can I expect?
We are living in 2 large private residences, which act as our volunteer bases. There is both indoor and outdoor sleep space. The indoor sleep space is dormitory style with multiple people sleeping in one room. We have hot water showers and shared bathrooms. While there is electricity, we have a limited number of outlets and a lot of people, so please be considerate with your electrical needs. Please check the packing list below to ensure you have what you need to set yourself up comfortably. It is especially important that you bring bedding with you. You can purchase a comfortable, inexpensive, new, twin mattress for around $10 in Pisco-and you can leave it for other volunteers when you leave.  More than likely you will be able use a former volunteer’s mattress, but be prepared otherwise. 

Please be aware that our space is limited. In the unlikely event that we do not have space available, there are many hostels in the area where you may stay. Keep reading….

Not comfortable with our set-up?
If you would prefer to stay elsewhere, you are still welcome to volunteer with us during the day and be part of our volunteer community - the house is still your base for meals, meetings, hanging out, etc. There are several accommodation options in the area ranging from $5USD for a dorm bed - $15USD for a single room and up from there. You will also need to procure transportation to and from our location and your hotel. 

What will the weather be like?
We are now entering winter in Peru and Pisco is in the desert; the sun is still intense during the day and it is humid. The evenings and nights can be chilly, and windy as well. Pisco does not receive significant rainfall. During the day wear sunscreen and stay hydrated, as the sun is incredibly strong even when cool in temperature. Be prepared by dressing in layers and anticipating cool to cold evening temperatures. 

What is the food like?
Breakfast is do-it-yourself; we provide basic food that you can prepare. We are lucky to have two wonderful Peruvian women who prepare lunch and dinner each day for our volunteers. Peru boasts 4,000 varieties of potato, and the country features a delicious, creative, and varied national cuisine. Chicken, beef, and seafood feature prominently next to the staples of potatoes, rice, and beans. There are a wide variety of fruits and vegetables available.

There is also a bustling public market that offers fresh and plentiful produce and prepared foods.

Language
Spanish is the official language of Peru. Being proficient or at least conversant in Spanish will be a huge asset to our volunteer operation, yet is not required.

Health issues?
Please read about all of the common infectious illnesses and ailments that accompany international travel. There are mosquitoes and their numbers rise when the weather warms up, so it would be prudent to pack insect repellent. The sun is intense and there is little cover, so it’s advisable to use sunscreen and a hat. Be aware of your water intake during the day as dehydration is something to watch out for.

It can be dusty here.  Debris from the earthquake is compounded with ongoing demolition, leaving streets blanketed in a thick layer of dust. We recommend packing masks and possibly eye protection that you can use while working.

Please read travel health advisories when deciding what immunizations and medical supplies to prepare. Again arm yourself with the knowledge available on the web and from the CDC, check with your doctor, and make your own decision. Please note that we do not carry insurance; volunteers should purchase travel insurance from a reputable agency.

We provide drinking water at our facility.

Women may want to consider bringing their own supply of tampons with them. They are generally unavailable, especially outside of Lima.

How do I call my Mother (or send email)?
Public Telefónica payphones can be operated with phone cards (widely available) or coins are readily available on the street. There is an Internet café 2 blocks from our headquarters complete with Skype. The Internet costs 1.5 soles per hour (about $.50USD).

Thinking about buying a cell phone?

If you are planning a short stay in Peru, cell phone rental is available in the baggage claim area of the airport. These phones can be used to receive incoming calls. Outgoing calls are expensive, and text messaging is unavailable.

Cellular networks have been restored to the area. An unlocked mobile phone (available here) can be fitted with a locally purchased Peruvian SIM card (about $8USD) for pay-as-you-go service. Local and international calling and text messaging both work with this kind of prepaid service.

Travel inside Peru
Once here, you may want to consider budgeting extra time to allow for travel within Peru. This is especially true if you are planning an extended stay with us; we appreciate your hard work and encourage you to build in some R&R time. Peru’s varied climates and geography include northern beaches with year-round surfing, the Amazon rainforest, trekking through some of the highest mountain passes in the world, and Macchu Picchu. There are numerous festivals taking place throughout the country. Again, consult the web or any travel guide for more ideas.

Money
There are ATM machines and moneychangers in the baggage claim area of the airport and ATMs in the central plaza in Pisco. Exchange rates at the airport ATMs and money changers are comparable to most banks.

What about Visas?
Visitors from most countries do not need a visa to enter Peru. Upon arriving at Aeropuerto Internacional Jorge Chavez (LIM), you will be issued an Andean Immigration Card (at no charge) valid for 30 to 90 days, depending on what the immigration officer stamps into your passport. Keep this card; you may have difficulty leaving the country if you lose it.

If you plan to spend an extended period of time in Peru, please look into applying for a visa at a Peruvian embassy prior to your departure. You can get 30-day visa extensions once you are in the country, but may need to travel to Lima to obtain one and the visa fee will cost about $30USD.

Packing list:
Must bring:
Sleeping Pad or Air Mattress (we do not provide bedding) Sleeping bag (bedding)
Mosquito net
Masks
Gloves
Sunscreen
Work glasses
Trail/work shoes
Passport + copies
Shots BEFORE YOU LEAVE- tetanus
Water bottle

Highly recommended:


Mosquito net-You will want one of these your first day here if you want to sleep

Headlamp
Personal items/toiletries
Credit cards
Cash 
Insect Repellent
Hat
Sunglasses
3 shirts (recommend long-sleeve shirts to work in, 1 w/ collar)
3 pairs pants (at least 2 for work)
1 sweater or sweatshirt
1 jacket 

Bathing Suit if you would like to swim in the cold Pacific waters 10 minutes from our residence
SENSE OF HUMOR

Remember, PACK LIGHT!

The electric power here is rated at 220V. Your appliances must be 110-220 capable. They use the two parallel flat pin plugs like the ones common in the USA.

What can I bring, as a donation, if I have extra room?
There are populations in this region that are quite poor. Please check the website at www.burnerswithoutborders.org for our list of tools and necessities. Please also consider making a general donation, which will be used to directly fund the projects we’re working on. We also appreciate you sharing your experience with us and asking your friends and family for donations from back home! 100% of donations go to the direct action in Peru.

What if I forget stuff?
You can buy most anything you need in Lima; it is a large, modern city. Shopping is an interesting experience at the public market here in Pisco, but it’s a lot less hassle for you (and us) if you bring it with you.

Anything else I need to know?
It will be dirty, hard work. And that is why we love it!

Ummmmm, is it worth putting up with all of the above minor inconveniences?
Easy one. Yes.

The reward of making a huge impact and witnessing the deep appreciation on the faces of each Peruvian family we help far outweighs any potential negative experience.

It is only through a steady stream of our wonderful volunteers that we are able to accomplish so much.

Please Join Us!

